THE   WORLD   SOUL
bibber. He was reproached with consorting with publicans and sinners. He knew they were the best company. Who that has tried but knows that ? For they have sympathy. They know sin. It is the starchiness of the Pharisee that chills camaraderie. The world is held together by understanding, not by "righteousness." He was broad-minded, world-minded. He saw the good and use of everything in its place. He used no platitudes, there was nothing u pious " about Jesus. Anything more different than his frame of mind from that of most of those who have called themselves his followers could hardly be imagined. He was meek and lowly spiritually, inasmuch as that is the only possible mental attitude compatible with the acquirement of wisdom, but he was not " 'umble" like Uriah Heep. He was no respecter of persons. All he respected was his own sense of truth and any such echo of it as he found elsewhere. See his attitude before the High Priest.
" The High Priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine.
" Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world ; I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.
"Why askest thou me? Ask them which heard me what I said unto them : behold, they know what I said.